American Celebration of Music in
Spain & France

Tour #5 (7 nights / 9 days)

Day 1

Depart via scheduled air service to Barcelona, Spain

Day 2 Barcelona (D)

Arrive in Barcelona

Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to awaiting chartered
motorcoach for an orientation tour of the city, including a visit to guided tour
to Montjuic for a great view overlooking the city. Time permitting, enjoy
additional orientation sightseeing with your Tour Manager

Lunch, on own

Late afternoon hotel check-in

Evening Welcome Dinner, and overnight

Barcelona was originally founded by the Phoenicians. Although it belongs to Spain, it is the
capital of Catalonia, and is a more dynamic city than ever, hosting the 1992 World Obympic
Games. 1t is a large industrial center with a very busy port; it's also a university town, and
important cultural center with an opera house and many museuns, theaters and concert halls

Day 3 Barcelona (B,D)

Breakfast at the hotel

A morning guided tour of Barcelona includes highlights such as the Gothic
Quarter, Plaga del Rei, Roman City, Placa Reial, as well as the Eixample
Quarter, the location of many of Barcelona’s best Modernista buildings. Travel
down the Passeig de Gracia, a luxurious street adorned with elegant wrought
iron street lamps which contains the finest examples of Modernist architecture
in Barcelona. Then visit La Sagrada Familia, Antoni Gaudi’s most famous work
and Europe’s most unconventional church, yet uncompleted

Lunch, on own

Enjoy your afternoon for additional sightseeing with your Tour Manager, for
free at leisure for personal activities, or time for shopping

Evening dinner, and overnight

Day 4 Montserrat / Barcelona (B,D)

Breakfast at the hotel

Enjoy your morning free at leisure in Barcelona, OR, enjoy a sightseeing
excursion to Montserrat to visit the monastery. The monastery, with its church
and the various subsidiary buildings, is a little city on its own. The monastery
complex proper is reached by way of the Plaza de la Cruz (Catalan Plaga de la
Creu). If they are in session, hear Escolania, one of Europe’s oldest boys
choirs sing Mass in the monastery at 1pm

For Choirs; Perform a short informal recital in the Montserrat Abbey
Lunch, on own

Afternoon return to Barcelona to freshen up and relax
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Day 5

Performance as part of the American Celebration of Music in Spain
Evening dinner, and overnight

Pont du Gard / Avignon (B,D)

Day 6

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

Transfer to Avignon via a visit to the Pont du Gard, an ancient Roman
aqueduct bridge built in the first century. The Pont du Gard is one of the best-
preserved Roman aqueduct bridges in the world and is an UNESCO World
Heritage site

Lunch, on own

Arrival in Avignon and enjoy a short orientation tour upon arrival

Evening dinner, and overnight

The ancient town of Arles is an important center of Provencal life, proud of its traditions and
Sfamed for both its Roman and its early-medieval heritage. 1t lies on the Rhdne south of the
point where the river divides into two arms - the Grand Rbéne to the east and the Petit Rhone

to the west. Thongh the painter van Gagh resided here in 1888-89; the famons "Bridge of

Abrles" in bis picture no longer exists, and Arles possesses none of bis works

Avignon (B,D)

Day 7

Breakfast at the hotel

Enjoy a morning guided tour of Avignon — the capital city of Provence, known
for its rich history, medieval architecture, and vibrant culture. Stroll along the
picturesque cobblestone streets, lined with quaint shops and cafes, and discover
the well-preserved city walls that once protected this ancient town. Visit the
iconic Saint-Benezet Bridge, famously known as the Pont d'Avignon, and learn
about its fascinating legend and historical significance. Take in the stunning
views of the Rhone River and explore the bustling squares, such as Place de
'Hotloge, where the lively atmosphere captures the essence of Provencal life
Lunch, on own

Enjoy some afternoon free time at leisure

Performance as part of the American Celebration of Music in France
Evening dinner, and overnight

Aix-en-Provence / Nice (B,D)

Day 8

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

Transfer to Nice via a short visit to Aix-en-Provence, a charming city renowned
for its elegant boulevards, historic fountains, and vibrant markets. Take a
leisurely stroll through the Cours Mirabeau, the city's iconic tree-lined avenue,
and soak in the atmosphere of this quintessential Provencal town

Lunch, on own

Arrive in Nice in the afternoon and enjoy a short orientation tour, including a
visit to the iconic Promenade des Anglais, the city's main promenade offering
stunning views of the Mediterranean Sea

Evening dinner, and overnight

French Riviera / Nice (B,D)

Breakfast at the hotel

Enjoy an excursion along the breathtaking French Riviera, beginning with a
morning visit to the glamorous principality of Monaco. Explore the charming
old town of Monaco-Ville (with the famous Monaco Cathedral and the Prince’s
Palace), stroll through the elegant gardens surrounding the Prince's Palace, ot
matvel at the luxurious yachts in the famed Monte Carlo Harbor. Take in the
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Day 9

grandeur of the Monte Carlo Casino and the legendary Formula 1 Grand Prix
circuit before continuing your journey along the stunning coastline

TLunch, on own and some free-time in Monaco

Afternoon visit to the picturesque seaside town of Villefranche-sur-Mer,
known for its colorful Mediterranean architecture and charming harbor. Enjoy
the stunning views of the sparkling sea and surrounding hills, making this
quaint village a true gem of the French Riviera

Performance as part of the American Celebration of Music in France
Evening farewell dinner, and overnight

Depart for home (B)

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out
Transfer to the Nice Airport for the return flight

This is a very flexible itinerary. Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the

places of interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable.
In the event of an unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the
concert schedule will prevail, and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities.
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