American Celebration of Music in Ireland

Day 1

Suggested Tour #4 8 nights/10 days

Day 2

Depart via scheduled air service to Dublin, Ireland

Dublin / County Kilkenny (D)

Day 3

Arrive in Dublin

Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to the awaiting
chartered motorcoach

Enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublin

Visit to EPIC Ireland, the Irish Emigration Museum — A state of the art
interactive museum experience located in the beautiful vaults of the 1820
Custom House building in Dublin’s Docklands. This is the original departure
point for so many of Ireland’s emigrants. Nearly 37 Million U.S. Citizens list
their heritage as Irish (Over 8 times the current population of Ireland). At
EPIC, there are twenty themed galleries to find out why people left, who they
were, see how they influenced the world they found, and experience the
connection between their descendants and Ireland today

Transfer to Waterford/Kilkenny for late afternoon hotel check-in

Evening 3-course Welcome Dinner at the hotel restaurant and overnight

Kilkenny’s narrow winding streets lend it an atmosphere of old world charmy its terraces of
handsome Georgian houses give it elegance; and with all this it is a busy modern town and
market center for a fertile agricultural area

County Kilkenny (B,D)

Day 4

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel

Enjoy a guided sightseeing tour of Kilkenny. Take a tour of Kilkenny Castle,
begun by William de Marshal in the 13th century. From 1391 to 1931 the
castle was the principal seat of the Butler family. Finely situated on the high
river bank and surrounded by gardens, the castle is now open to the public.
Some of the rooms have been restored; particularly charming is the Victorian
Great Hall

Continue to Kilkenny for lunch, on own and time at leisure

Performance in Kilkenny as part of the American Celebration of Music
in Ireland*

2-course dinner at a local pub or restaurant

Return to the hotel for overnight

Blarney / County Kerry (B,D)

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

Visit Blarney Castle. The castle dates from 1446 and is built on solid limestone
in beautiful grounds. The sacred stone is found at the top of the castle and
when you catch a glimpse of it, you may feel compelled to bend over backward
and kiss it!

Lunch, on own

Continue to Killarney. Enjoy a horse-drawn jaunting car ride in Killarney
National Park
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Day 5

Transfer to the hotel for check-in
Evening 3-course dinner at the hotel restaurant and overnight

Ring of Kerry / Killarney B)

Day 6

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel

Enjoy a tour of the Ring of Kerry Highlights including Moll’s Gap and Ladies
View. Moll’s Gap is a spectacular photographic viewing with a magnificent
view of Death Valley. Close by is the famous Ladies View viewing point which
gives a different perspective of the countryside, with the three Lakes of
Killarney all surrounded by the Kerry Mountains

View a sheepdog demonstration at Kissane Sheep Farm (subject to
confirmation)

Lunch, on own

Afternoon at leisure with dinner, on own

Performance in Killarney as part of the American Celebration of Music
in Ireland*

Return to the hotel for overnight

Cliffs of Moher / Galway (B,D)

Day 7

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

Transfer to Galway via the Cliffs of Moher

Enjoy an excursion to the Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland’s most spectacular
sights. The Cliffs are a breathtaking natural wonder overlooking the Atlantic
Ocean. These majestic cliffs stretch for about 14 kilometers (8.7 miles) along
the rugged coastline of County Clare. Rising to heights of up to 214 meters
(702 feet) at their highest point. A visitor center near the cliffs provides
information about the geological and natural history of the site. It also offers
facilities such as walking paths, viewing platforms, and a shop. The Cliffs of
Moher have become one of Ireland's most iconic and visited attractions,
drawing tourists from around the world who come to experience the awe-
inspiring beauty of this coastal marvel

Lunch, on own

Continue to Galway

Evening 3-course dinner at the hotel restaurant and overnight

Galway is picturesquely sitnated at the northeast end of Galway Bay, at the point where the
short tidal River Corrib, coming from Lough Corrib, pours its abundant flow of water into
the Atlantic. With its narrow streets, old stone and wooden shopfronts, good restanrants and
bustling pubs, it is one of Enrope’s fastest growing cities and ranks fourth in size in Ireland,
after Dublin, Cork and Limerick

Connemara / Galway (B,D)

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel

Full day tour of Connemara. Connemara is a land of lakes and rivers, bogs
and mountains, a land of small villages where Gaelic is still the spoken
language and where little has changed since the beginning of time

Enjoy a visit to Kylemore Abbey. The architecture is best described as neo-
gothic and the house still displays all the characteristics of that period. One of
Kylemore Abbey's most famous features is its miniature cathedral, built in
1870 and known locally as the Gothic church. Today, the abbey is home to the
Irish order of Benedictine nuns

Lunch, on own

Return to Galway
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Performance in Galway as part of the American Celebration of Music in
Ireland*

Evening 3-course dinner at the hotel restaurant and overnight

Day 8 Dublin (B,D)

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

Morning transfer to Dublin

Lunch, on own

Take a panoramic tour of Dublin’s highlights including St. Stephen’s Green,
Merrion Square, Liffey Footbridges, Grafton Street, Temple Bar, O’Connell
Street, and Phoenix Park. Also visit Trinity College, Ireland’s oldest university.
Trinity College contains the Book of Kells, which dates from AD 800, making
it one of the oldest books in the world

Optional: Enjoy a session of Gaelic Games (§58 supplement per person)

Enjoy dinner and traditional Irish entertainment at The Merry Plonghboy or
Taylor’s Three Rock

Continue to the hotel for overnight

Dublin is Ireland’s capital and its largest, most cosmopolitan city. 1t wasn’t before the
Viking raids of the 9th century that Dublin was fully established. The “boom years” came
in the 18th century and the city expanded across the river forming a new Dublin of stately
squares, streets and Georgian mansions. Today, with ifs elegant Georgian streets, gregarions
inbabitants and over one thousand years of bistory, it’s little wonder Dublin is a city of
writers

Day 9 Glendalough / Dublin (B,D)

Full Irish Breakfast at the hotel
Excursion to Glendalough and the Wicklow Mountains. The steep wooded
slopes of Glendalough the “valley of the two lakes” harbor one of Ireland’s

most atmospheric monastic sites — established in the 6th century. Here,
visitors see the Round Tower, Cathedral, St. Kevin’s Cross and Kitchen, and
Gatehouse

Lunch, on own

Performance in Dublin/Bray as part of the American Celebration of
Music in Ireland*

2-course dinner at a local pub or restaurant

Return to the hotel for overnight

Day 10 Depart for home (B)

Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out
Transfer to the Dublin Airport for return flight home

*Subject to confirmation

This is a very flexible itinerary. Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the
places of interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable.
In the event of an unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the
concert schedule will prevail, and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities.
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